FOR FAMILIES PLANNING A SERVICE

Readings for a Christian Funeral

The readings printed for the burial service in the Book of Common Prayer (1979). Most churches use a similar list; ask your

pastor or priest for yours.

OLD TESTAMENT

Isaiah 25:6-9
He will swallow up death for ever

Isaiah 61:1-3
To comfort those who mourn

Lamentations 3:22-26, 31-33
The Lord is good to those who wait for him

Wisdom 3:1-5, 9
The souls of the righteous are in the hands of God

Job 19:21-27a
I know that my Redeemer lives

PSALMS

Psalms 23, 27, 42:1-7, 46, 90:1-12
Psalms 106:1-5, 116, 121, 130, 139:1-11
NEW TESTAMENT

Romans 8:14-19, 34-35, 37-39
The glory that shall be revealed

1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 35-38, 42-44, 53-58
The imperishable body

OUR CHOICES

2 Corinthians 4:16-5:9
Things that are unseen are eternal

1 John 3:1-2
We shall be like him

Revelation 7:9-17
God will wipe away every tear

Revelation 21:2-7
Behold, I make all things new

GOSPEL

John 5:24-27
He who believes has everlasting life

John 6:37-40
All that the Father gives me will come to me

John 10:11-16
I am the good shepherd

John 11:21-27
I am the resurrection and the life

John 14:1-6
In my Father’s house are many rooms

Many services have an Old Testament reading, a psalm, a New Testament reading and a Gospel. Write in the readings you

choose and who will read them.
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“I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will still live, even if he dies.” JOHN 11:25-26 - WEB
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